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The Father, 
Oct 17-20, 
The Studio

Auditions
Beacons 

October 29 & 31

Tickets on sale now for:

Bette & Joan, Oct 31 - Nov 3, 
Main Theatre
The Belles of St Clements 
(Big Spirit), Nov 21-24, Main 
Theatre
The Nutcracker and the Mouse 
King, Dec 7-9 & 14-16, Main 
Theatre

Social events
‘The Secrets of 
Cold Reading’ 

October 17

Help needed
Can you help 
with ordering 
for the QMT 
coffee bar? 

See inside for details

Charles Compton in ‘A 
Bunch of Amateurs’, 
which launched the 
2018-19 season in 
thoroughly professional 
style. Photo: Julian 
Newman Turner.
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Beacons

THE DETAILS:
By: Tabitha Mortiboy, directed by Vivien 
Kerr
Auditions: Mon 29 & Wed 31 October
Performances: 16 - 19 January 2018
Rehearsals: Mondays and Wednesdays
Scripts: Will be available at the audition - 
email Vivien for a PDF copy in advance.
Contact: Vivien Kerr at v.j.kerr@live.co.uk 
or on 01462 437898 or 07913 500042 (do 
note that I do not carry my mobile around 
when at home but I will return your call if 
you leave a message).

The StudioAudition reminder

THE ROLES:
Julie: Playing age 45-50+

Bernard: Playing age 45-50+

Skye: Playing age 16

Julie: It’s a funny time of year
Skye: Is it? What d’you mean?
Julie: It’s getting colder. Autumn setting in.
Skye: Does it make a difference?
Julie: Sometimes. Some years
Skye: So the Autumn and Winter – they make it worse?
Julie: It’s not - they can do.

Intrigued? Come along to the auditions – and do please read the play first! 
Copies will be available for the auditions – at the moment they are in PDF 
form so, if you are interested, email me and I will happily forward one.

This is a play which looks at loneliness and aloneness, experienced in 
different ways by its three characters. It is set on Beachy Head at the 
end of the Summer and beginning of Autumn. Julie owns an ice cream 
van, Bernard was homeless and now keeps Julie company, and young 
Skye struggles to understand why her father left her. The characters 
are complex but not complicated and will reward any actor with 
their warmth and sincerity PLUS there are some absolute crackers of 
speeches! It is a lovely play, sad at times, but with the thread of hope 
never far away. I look forward to hearing from you all.

Vivien Kerr

Coffee bar help needed
The coffee bar is staffed right up until 
Christmas, thanks to its dedicated 
volunteers, but we need someone to take 
over the ordering of the teas, coffee, milk 
and so on - otherwise they’ll have nothing 
to serve during shows and won’t be asble 
to open. Any one wanting more details 
about how much, when and what can 
contact Vivien Kerr at v.j.kerr@live.co.uk 
or 01462 437898 in the first instance.

Members‘ social: 
Cold reading and  

instant acting
Discover how to get to grips with a script 
you’ve never seen before in a relaxed 
and supportive atmosphere at the next 
Bancroft Players’ member social. You’ll 
learn how to sight read and to perform 
with minimal rehearsal, and put on a show 
within 30 minutes. Weds 17 October.



Award-winning play mixes farce and tragedy to chart how memory crumbles

Florian Zeller’s Le Père won French theatre’s Molière Awards for best play, actor and actress 
on its 2014 debut, and was translated into English by Christopher Hampton. 

Billed by its author as a ‘tragic farce’, its reviewers praise it as savagely honest in the way it 
portrays dementia - while actors appreciate the humour that lightens the dark topic. 
As Andre’s dementia develops, his increasing confusion about the world surrounding him 
is made real for the audience by changes of time and character and set, until no-one can be 
certain what is real and what is not.
The result is a play with a surprising touch of the thriller, as the audience joins Andre in 
seeking answers, as well as a sympathetic portrait of the effect of dementia on a man, his 
family and the people around them.
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The Father: A thinking person’s play that 
makes the audience question what it sees

For a play about a man suffering the dreadful 
and well-charted decline of dementia, 

The Father contains a lot of surprises. Its 
central character often doesn’t know the truth 
of what’s going on around him - and this 
powerful drama ensures the audience shares 
his uncertainty.

Director Brian Seal said this skilful writing 
what attracted him to the play: “It’s a modern 
play using modern devices in innovative ways 
to illustrate the uncertainty of what’s happening 
to the father, Andre. That’s why I like it - it’s a 
thinking person’s play and I challenge anyone 
to not go away talking about it.

“For a start, it’s not linear - things shown in 
one scene actually happen after things in a 
later scene. And we see the set changing as we 
go through – we see the first scene, then in the 
second you imagine you’re in the same room 
but – hang on – has something just changed? 
And again in the third - the set evolves so that 
we’re not certain we’re in the same place. 

“It’s the same with the characters. Someone 
comes in and says they’re a particular person, 
and later on someone different comes in 
and says they’re the same person, so you’re 
thinking ‘what’s going on?’.”

Brian believes the sympathic portrayal of 
dementia will resonate with many people - but 
the play is far more than just a study of a disease: 

“The writer shows practically 
everything that dementia presents 
- there’s so much you can relate to 
people you’ve known or known 
of with dementia. In 90 minutes 
he’s got the essence of it. But the 
play is not about the illness, it’s 
about relationships - the effects on 
people, on family and outsiders. 

“Andre’s daughter is banging her 
head against a brick wall because 
he doesn’t see how ill he is. He can 
walk and talk and use his arms – 
but he has this cup in his hand 
and it’s full of hot brown liquid 
and he doesn’t know what it is.

“Of course it’s a terribly sad and 
serious thing, but inevitably it’s 
amusing too. There are certainly 
laugh out loud moments. As a 
director, as with any comedy, I 

knew we needed to play it straight 
and let the humour come out 
through the situations. In terms of 
the tragedy, we didn’t have to work 
to find that - it was just there.”

Brian himself is often associated 
with Main House comedies and 
musicals as an actor, but he’s 
relished getting to grips with the 
smaller space and more serious 
intent of The Studio. 

He said: “This is kind of different 
for me and I’ve loved it. It has a 
deep meaning to it and really fits 
the theme of the Studio. We try to 
put on things that are a little bit 
challenging and this certainly fits 
the bill.”

The Father runs Oct 17-20 in The 
Studio.

October’s play in The Studio is ‘The Fa-
ther’ by Florian Zeller, directed by Brian 
Seal. Here Brian talks to Andy Darley 
about what makes the play different, and 
why it’s not all doom and gloom.

Brian Seal directs his cast, including Amy Walker and Charles Plester (right)



Membership fees 
reminder

A reminder that some subs for the year 
1 July 2018 - 30 June 2019 remain 

outstanding. Anyone takeing part in a 
society production must be a full member, 
and there is also a club membership level 
for the volunteers who help keep the 
theatre running but don’t want to venture 
anywhere near the stage itself.

Fees
Full Membership: £40. 

Under 18*, unwaged, Student, Over 60s: 
£20.

*Please Note: this does not include BP 
Juniors or Big Spirit Members

Club Membership: for those who do 
not participate in productions. This 
applies to someone who only carries out 
the following duties, Box Office, Duty 
Theatre Manager, Steward, Coffee or Bar. 
The subscription is £20.

How to pay
Cheques - should be made payable to The 
Bancroft Players, placed in an envelope 
marked for my attention and left in the 
Box Office, or send to Bancroft Players 
(Membership), FREEPOST, ANG6544, 
Hitchin, SG4 9YA. (no stamp required).

Debit or Credit Card – Please contact 
me and I can take payment over the 
phone on 07874 025501 evenings only.

Standing Order (paid on the same date 
each year). If you would like to use this 
option, please let me know and I will send 
you the necessary banking information.

Internet Banking if you bank online 
let me know and I will give you the 
necessary information.

QMT Website Booking System - if you 
have an account for booking tickets 
then you can pay your sub through this 
system. There should be a Membership 
category. If you try this and have any 
difficulties then please let me know. 

Many thanks
Edith Pratt, Membership Secretary 

07874 025501 
qmtmembs25@hotmail.com

Judging from the number of 
new faces I now see around 

the theatre, it occurs to me that 
some of you have not heard of the 
wonderful way in which you can 
help our lovely theatre.

It’s called the Bancroft Players’ 200 
Club and, for the princely sum of 
£12.00 a year, it gives you an entry 
into each of our monthly draws. 
You are allocated a number – this 
goes into my hat (with others!) 
and each month we pull out four 
numbers. 

The first out receives a cheque 
for £25, then £20, £15 and £10. 
In December, the top prize is 
increased to £100 and in June it 
is £50. Then at the AGM I present 
the Bancroft Players with a cheque 

(usually for £500) to put towards 
an appropriate item of equipment 
for use in the theatre.

For more information contact me 
on either 07778 014428 or paula.
downes@ntlworld.com. And you 
are not restricted to one number 
- entering with more than one 
increases your chances, as one 
of our winners this month has 
proved.

Congratulations to our September 
winners:

September Winners 
£25: Carole Humphreys 
£20: Ken Burton 
£15: Pam Chohan 
£10: Peter Linnett 

Paula Downes

Bancroft Players’ 200 Club

The Nutcracker and the Mouse King

Christmas show taking shape in early rehearsals

December seems far away, but 
tickets are already on sale for 

this year’s Christmas show, The 
Nutcracker and the Mouse King, 
and director Rosemary Bianchi’s 
cast are having fun working 
on the physical aspects of their 
characters.

Top: brave Marie (Terri Hyde) 
is menaced by the villainous 
Pettigrew and Snotgrumble 
(Andy Darley and Lisa Hutchins). 
Right: Lady Doray and the Hon 
Charlotte Doray (Graeme Bussey 
and Tia Shenton) practice being 
frightful. Photos: David Hillelson.


