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ART DIRECTORS BLOG 

Well done to Claudia and the Juniors for her own production of Out of the Chaos which was 

so well done and really enjoyed by the full houses that came to see it! We expect great things 

too of Maisie Brooker's directorial debut for the BP's with Mike Bartlett's powerful play, Bull. 

To enable the play to be presented in the round, we are borrowing the Thespian's home, 

Woodside, for the event. You see - we're always innovating! Hot on its heels we have our 

(long) delayed Xmas production of The Wind in the Willows directed by Sam Powell - so that 

will be fun too. At the end of the summer we are proud to present The Retreat with Russ 

Hurn in the director's chair - it's a very funny play so please don't forget to put that in your 

Calendar. 

It's great to see the theatre busy again and, to be fair, we have been selling lots of tickets 

albeit for covid-friendly reduced numbers. We can seat about 60 or so in the main house at 

the moment and a similar number over at Woodside. For the present we are not using the 

Studio. Thanks to Chris, Christine, Keith and all those that see to the seating as well as Elliott 

who oversees Oscar, our ticketing system and to Julian for his fantastic artwork. 

So I guess you've got some sort of staycation planned? I know a few hardy souls who are  

going abroad so good luck guys! Please, please, please, enjoy your summer and get ready to 

come back in the autumn to either be in plays or help in some way behind the scenes. Small 

venues like the QMT live or die by the enthusiasm of their membership and after such a long 

hibernation, we want to get back into the fun business in a big way and Charlotte and Louis 

are organising a Welcome back party for the new season.  

Finally many thanks to Christine for editing this learned journal over the last two years or so. 

She's done a smashing job and we'll miss her determination to get every issue out bang on 

time!  

Rory Reynolds 

Arts Director 
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SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

QMT WELCOME BACK PARTY 

 DIARY DATES 



COMING UP AT THE QMT: 

BULL 
Written by  Mike Bartlett 

Directed by Maisy Brooker 
 

June 29 - July 3 —QMT SUDIO PRODUCTION AT WOODSIDE THEATRE 

Three youngish business people meet near a water cooler, 

waiting to hear which of them will lose her or his job.  A 

razor sharp dark comedy about office politics and power games 

This award-winning play drills into the head and heart like  

a screwdriver.  Too good to miss so book now. 

(No bar so BYO - No glass or glass bottles please]) 

 

THE WIND IN THE 

WILLOWS 

Adapted Rosemary Bianchi 

Directed by Sam Powell 

July  8-11  —MAIN THEATRE 
 

A wild tale about the thrill-seeking Mr Toad and his furry 

friends  comes to life in a fantastical and fun play based on the 

famous book  by Kenneth Grahame.  Approx. 1 hour,               

no interval. Book here for a great spectacle, Poop Poop.  

CLOSING THIS WEEKEND  -  

TOO GOOD TO MISS SO BOOK NOW 

THE RETREAT 
Written by Sam Bain 

Directed by Russel Hurn 

August 11-14  —MAIN THEATRE 

Comedy drama about Luke who  left his high flying city life to find  

serenity (and love?) in  retreat in the Scottish Highlands. But he 

can’t escape his past as Tony, his younger brother turns up. Is Tony 

all  that’s wrong with Luke’s old life, or is he only the only one who 

can really see into his soul?                                                               

Bookings opening soon. 

DREAMS IN THE DELL 

Bancroft Special for the Hitchin Festival for the Dell 

This specially created theatrical experience will transport you to a magical 

place to celebrate the show that stared it all at the Dell … “A Midsummer 

Night's Dream”. Excerpts, performance, music and memories create a 

fitting finale to the Dell Events of Hitchin Festival . Click on Hitchin Box 

office below to book your place for this special event.  

http://www.queenmothertheatre.org.uk/whatson/713997-bull/
http://www.queenmothertheatre.org.uk/whatson/690469-the-wind-in-the-willows/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hitchinfestival/dreams-in-the-dell-a-celebration-of-70-years/e-aybxre
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hitchinfestival/dreams-in-the-dell-a-celebration-of-70-years/e-aybxre
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hitchinfestival/dreams-in-the-dell-a-celebration-of-70-years/e-aybxre


 

 

The Bancroft Players has been a society of theatre-loving members for over 75 years and the last 

12 months has been one of the strangest in our long and varied history. Now as our communities 

start to open once more and we welcome audiences through our doors again, we need to ensure 

we have an active and dedicated membership to take us through the next 75 years.  

We have been working hard to update what being a member of The Bancroft Players actually 

means and how we can rebuild our own community within The QMT – this may involve some 

changes to how we do things, how we communicate, more socialising, the real benefits of being a 

member beyond just receiving a monthly newsletter and be able to take part in productions.   

People’s time is precious, many of us have re-evaluated what’s important to us over the last year 

and we want to make sure that The Bancroft Players can also reflect and adapt to meet the needs 

of our members and patrons. 

As our current “season” comes to an end and our new one begins we’d like to ask all of you to still 

consider The Bancroft Players an important and vital part of your life. In the weeks to come we’ll 

start sharing some of our plans for membership; including an exciting party to kick things off! 

Please remember to renew your membership from 1st August 2021 by going online 

www.qmt.org.uk/membership  so you don’t miss out on all the new things happening - you don’t 

need to do this if you pay by bank transfer, but we would ask you to check and update your bank 

instructions so the correct amount is being paid to us. 

Thank you, 

Elliott Bunker – Membership Secretary 

membership@qmt.org.uk  
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SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

QMT WELCOME BACK PARTY 

With a few shows under our belt at the end of this season and just a few more to come before 

we take a short break, we can all look forward to the summer and to the a new season of shows 

at the QMT. What better way than to start it all off with party. 

Charlotte and Louis are organising a Welcome back party with bar, food and music.  The party is 

for members, ex-members, patrons, volunteers, well  everyone associated with the theatre plus 

one other. This will be a great chance to celebrate out theatre throughout the years and find out 

a new season of exciting shows.  

More details to follow and an invitation but for now SAVE THE DATE  in your diary to avoid     

disappointment.  

http://www.qmt.org.uk/membership
mailto:membership@qmt.org.uk


A sharp and witty play from writer Mike Bartlett; a prize 

winning hit in Broadway and the West End alike.  

 

Bull is a cutting, sharply written play about office politics. In this case: two jobs for 

three candidates, Thomas, Isobel and Tony. One of them must be fired in a       

company reshuffle and the odds seem stacked right from the start. A dark comedy 

that pokes fun at the way offices often function like school playgrounds and where 

the bullies are in charge and pick on the meek. A brutal but  comical play shows 

the dark sides of the modern corporate world. Mike Bartlett's funny yet cruel play 

will have you on the edge of your seats hoping for the best but expecting the worst.  

CLOSING THIS WEEKEND  -  

TOO GOOD TO MISS SO BOOK NOW 



COME TAKE A TRIP DOWN TO THE RIVER BANK  

WITH MOLE AND HER FRIENDS 

MOLE IS IN FOR QUITE AN ADVENTURE! SHE FINDS NEW FRIENDS IN RATTY, BADGER AND MR TOAD 

AS WELL AS MEETING RABBITS, DUCKS AND A HUNGRY OTTER. HOWEVER, WHILE MOLE DISCOVERS 

THE JOYS OF LIFE ON THE RIVER AND ENCOUNTERS THE DANGERS OF THE WILD WOOD, MR TOAD 

GETS UP TO ALL SORTS OF MISCHIEF AND SOON NEEDS HIS FRIENDS TO HELP HIM OUT.  

COME AND FIND OUT WHAT THE FOUR FRIENDS GET UP TO AND HOW THE STORY ENDS IN THIS   

ADAPTATION OF THE CLASSIC STORY BY KENNETH GRAHAME .   

THIS MODERN, CHEEKY PRODUCTION WILL MAKE THE WHOLE FAMILY SMILE. 

  



 
 
 
 
 

The Wind in the Willows  

RIVERBANK GAZETTE 









BANCROFT PLAYERS’ 200 CLUB 
 

Bancroft Players' 200 Club raises £300 for the QMT 
 

Something of a bumper bundle this month – as June is always an important month in the 200 Club 
year.  Firstly it is the month we donate our contribution to the running of the theatre and secondly it 
is one of two mega draws that we hold each year. 
 
So a cheque was dutifully handed to our Treasurer, Mark, earlier this month.  The sum this year was 
£300, sadly down on previous years as we have lost several members over the past 12 months, which 
I am very keen to replace.  Details at the end of this piece.  But nevertheless, Mark was very grateful. 
 
Secondly Pauline Sadler is the lucky recipient of 
the £50 draw.  Congratulations to Pauline and all 
the other June winners. 
 
So if you would really like to bolster the QMT 
coffers by joining the 200 Club, please do drop me 
a line.  It will cost £12 a year and who knows how 
much you will win!  paula.downes@ntlworld.ocom 
or 07778 014428.  Hope to hear from you soon! 
 

Paula Downes 

Congratulations to our  June winners: 

 

Pauline Sadler £ 50 

John Butler £ 25 

Ann O’Dell £ 20 

Maureen Nobes £ 15 

Helen Huson £ 10 

 

The Retreat 

Written by Sam Bain 

Directed by Russel Hurn 

August 10-14  —STUDIO PRODUCTION PERFORMED IN THE QMT MAIN THEATRE 

 

The Retreat is a fast moving comedy by award winning co-writer and creator of The Peep 

Show. The play sees two brothers at odds with each other when one decides to give up his 

home and family in search of enlightenment.   

The main action focusses on the turbulent relationship between Luke and his brother Tony. 

Luke has decided to give up his lucrative job and expensive London flat in search of peace, 

happiness (and love?) as a Buddhist monk. Tony who has been enjoying the life his brother 

has provided for him thinks it’s a dumb idea. He has tracked his brother down to a retreat in 

the Scottish highlands to persuade him to change his mind. There is one problem Tara. A 

beautiful, enigmatic and idealistic young woman who would rather see Luke’s money helping 

the community to build a temple. 

Cast 

Luke: Harry Harding 

Tara: Emily Walls 

Toni: Will Hextall 

 

Sam Bain's is the BAFTA Award-winning co-writer and co-creator of Peep ~Show, Fresh Meat 
and Four Lions. The Retreat is his first play. The Retreat premiered at Park Theatre, London, 
in 2017, in a production directed by Kathy Burke.  

 

Warning: this play contains strong language.   

mailto:paula.downes@ntlworld.ocom


QMT COVID –SECURITY SAFETY MEASURES 

 

Volunteers at the QMT have worked hard to create a COVID-SECURE environment. The 

theatre has been certified under the See it Safely scheme by SOLT. Here are just some 

of the measures in place: 

If you test positive for Covid and needs to self isolate, just email our box office 

and we will refund your ticket. 

 

More information is available on our website. 

mailto:boxoffice@queenmothertheatre.org.uk
http://www.queenmothertheatre.org.uk/covid-secure/

