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 WELCOME BACK PARTY—SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

ART DIRECTORS BLOG 

 

Ah here we are in balmy August! Well lets face it, it’s rained more than its balmed but who 

cares—covid is on the run (they assure us) and the Theatre can open fully very soon now. 

What a prospect! And what is more, sensation seekers,  we have some great plays coming up.  

Do book tickets for The Retreat directed by Russ Hurn and starring Harry, Emily and Will. It’s a 

laugh-out loud comedy from a famous TV writer about the pleasures of going on a retreat. 

Loads of my friends have been on retreats but I don’t think I could manage it—first off you are 

told not to speak for 14 days. Impossible—I can’t shut up for 14 minutes. Anyway - book now! 

In the Main House we have everyone’s favourite wall-talker (‘Hello wall…..’), Shirley Valentine 

starring Natalie Gordon as the eponymous heroine. Imaginatively directed by Elliott Bunker 

this should be a cracking autumn show.  

We are restarting the social side of being a Bancroft Player with monthly events. If you aren’t 

in a play at the moment and just want to ‘network’ and have fun, come on down. See the   

programme of events in this edition of The BP Member’s Newsletter. 

In a couple of weeks or so we will be announcing the Jan to July 2022 programme of plays and 

you can read all about that in the next edition. We have some humdingers in the works so 

don’t miss out. We want you all involved in something - onstage, backstage, technical or FOH. 

Whatever you want—we’ve got it. So don’t sit at home in a blue funk—come on down! 

Have a good August everyone and we look forward to meeting you live and in person at the 

Theatre very soon! 

Rory Reynolds 

Arts Director 
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COMING UP AT THE QMT: 

 THE RETREAT 
Written by Sam Bain 

Directed by Russel Hurn 

August 11-14  —STUDIO PRODUCTION IN  
                              THE MAIN THEATRE 
 

Comedy drama about Luke who  left his high flying city life to 

find  serenity (and love?) in  retreat in the Scottish Highlands. 

But he can’t escape his past as Tony, his older brother turns up. 

Is Tony all  that’s wrong with Luke’s old life, or is he only the only 

one who can really see into his soul?      

 Book your Retreat now 

MONOLOGUE BATTLE 
September 17  —MAIN THEATRE 
 

The Youth Theatre compete with one another in a Monologue 

battle for cash prizes. Our panel of judges will rule on the night 

and there will be lots of fun guaranteed.  

See the stars of          tomorrow—today. All tickets £5 

Book online now now 

 

 

MONOLOGUE 

BATTLE 

 

 

SHIRLEY VALENTINE 
Written by Willy Russel 

Directed by Elliott Bunker 

October 10-16 —MAIN THEATRE 
 

An ordinary middle class English but bored housewife goes about 

her daily life whilst telling  us all about her husband, her children, 

her past, and about an invitation from a girlfriend to join her on 

holiday in Greece to search for adventure and romance. Shirley 

does escape to Greece, has an "adventure" with a local fisherman 

and decides to stay. A hilariously engaging one woman play . 

Bookings open soon 

MORE COMING UP: 

 THE WASP:  

November 9-13 

STUDIO Play 

   

“ This two-hander is sprung like a bear trap, a play with very sharp 

teeth... Just when you feel you have sense of the characters and what 

they want from one another, the writing shifts. It s a weapon of a play in 

this respect: the rules keep changing as rug pull follows rug pull. The 

tension, of jeopardy, is palpable.' --The Stage  

XMAS SHOW  

December 13-18 

 

http://www.queenmothertheatre.org.uk/whatson/727241-the-retreat/
http://www.queenmothertheatre.org.uk/whatson


The Retreat is a fast moving comedy by award winning co-writer and creator of The Peep Show. 

The play sees two brothers at odds with each other when one decides to give up his life in London 

in search of enlightenment. 

The main action focusses on the stormy relationship between Luke and his older brother Tony. Luke 

has decided to give up his lucrative job and expensive London flat in search of peace, happiness (and 

love?) as a Buddhist monk. Tony, who has been enjoying the life his brother has provided for him 

thinks it’s a dumb idea. He has tracked his brother down to a retreat in the Scottish highlands to   

persuade him to change his mind. There is one problem Tara. A beautiful, enigmatic and idealistic 

young woman who would rather see Luke’s money helping the community to build a temple. 

Cast 

Luke: Harry Harding 
Tara: Emily Walls 
Toni: Will Hextall 
 

Sam Bain's is the BAFTA Award-winning co-writer and co-creator of Peep ~Show, Fresh Meat and Four 
Lions. The Retreat is his first play. The Retreat premiered at Park Theatre, London, in 2017, in a pro-
duction directed by Kathy Burke.  

The Retreat 

Written by Sam Bain 

Directed by Russel Hurn 

August 10-14   
 

 

STUDIO PRODUCTION            
PERFORMED IN THE QMT MAIN 

THEATRE 

 

BOOK NOW 

http://www.queenmothertheatre.org.uk/whatson/727241-the-retreat/


THE WASP 

(by Morgan Lloyd Malcolm) 

Directed by Keith Swainston 

 

The Wasp, by Morgan Lloyd Malcolm, is a densely coiled two-hander. 

Heather and Carla haven’t seen each other since school. Their lives have taken very differ-
ent paths – Carla lives a hand to-mouth existence while Heather has a high-flying career, 
husband and a beautiful home. And yet, here they are in a café having tea and making awk-
ward conversation. That is until Heather presents Carla with a bag containing a significant 
amount of cash and an unexpected proposition. 

Morgan Lloyd Malcolm’s electric play asks how far beyond the playground we carry our 
childhood experiences and to what lengths some people are willing to go in order to come 
to terms with them. 

 

Characters:  

• Carla and Heather both in their late twenties or early thirties. 

 

Scripts: 

 

Available from the theatre behind the box office. Contact the director, Keith on  

 07799 803623 or keith.swainston@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Auditions are under Covid-safe conditions: 

The QMT is continuing to operate under ‘See it Safely’ covid-safe conditions – please check 
the website for the latest information before attending auditions. 

• Audition dates:   Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th August 2021 

• Rehearsal nights:   Tuesdays and Thursdays 

AUGUST AUDITION NOTICE                                   

CAST NOTICE 

SHIRLEY VALENTINE 

Written by Willy Russel 

Directed by Elliott Bunker 

 

Natalie Gordon  

has been cast in the role of  

Shirley Valentine 

REMEMBERING ALAN BAILES 

We are planning a memorial to include some tributes from 
friends in theatre groups that he has worked with over the 
years.  

11am Sunday 5th September 
Queen Mother Theatre Walsworth Road, Hitchin, 

SG4 9SP 

Please join us afterwards for one of Alan’s favourite BBQs at  
Woodside Hall (at the other end of the car park) 

For catering purposes and Covid restrictions, could you please 

let me know if you will be attending. 

 

Thank you 

Sarah sarah.bailes@ntlworld.com     

mailto:sarah.bailes@ntlworld.com




BANCROFT PLAYERS’ 200 CLUB 
 

An ultra-short piece this month. Congratulations to our July winners. 
 

 
Joining the club costs £12 a year and who knows how much you will win!   
 
To join, contact paula.downes@ntlworld.ocom  
or call me on 07778 014428.   
 
Hope to hear from you soon! 
 

Paula Downes 

Congratulations to our  July 2021 winners: 

 

Alan Lintern £ 25 

T Vernon £ 20 

Paula Downes £ 15 

Andrew Carmichael £ 10 

The Bancroft Players Amateur Dramatic Society  

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Friday, September 3, 2021—20.00 

Queen Mother Theatre, Woodside, Walsworth Rd, Hitchin SG4 9SP  

After a long period of darkness at the theatre, all members are invited to the Bancroft Play-

ers AGM which will roll the postponed 2020 AGM and the 2021 AGM into one . All member 

are invited to attend and a free glass of wine or soft drink will be provided. 

All positions are open to interested individuals and we invite members and interested par-

ties to come forward and fill a number of vacant positions. 

Please send any topics for consideration to  the society’s secretary Vivien Kerr by email: 

v.j.kerr@live.co.uk 

More information will be sent in an e-mail invitation in the coming weeks. 
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SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

QMT WELCOME BACK PARTY 

With a few shows under our belt at the end of this season and just a few more to come before 

we take a short break, we can all look forward to the summer and to the a new season of shows 

at the QMT. What better way than to start it all off with party. 

Charlotte and Louis are organising a Welcome back party with bar, food and music.  The party is 

for members, ex-members, patrons, volunteers, well  everyone associated with the theatre plus 

one other. This will be a great chance to celebrate our theatre throughout the years and find out 

a new season of exciting shows.  

More details to follow and an invitation but for now SAVE THE DATE  in your diary to avoid     

disappointment.  

mailto:paula.downes@ntlworld.ocom


QMT COVID –SECURITY SAFETY MEASURES 

 

Volunteers at the QMT have worked hard to create a COVID-SECURE environment. The 

theatre has been certified under the See it Safely scheme by SOLT. Here are just some 

of the measures in place: 

If you test positive for Covid and needs to self isolate, just email our box office 

and we will refund your ticket. 

 

More information is available on our website. 

mailto:boxoffice@queenmothertheatre.org.uk
http://www.queenmothertheatre.org.uk/covid-secure/

